Abstract: Given the rapid development and wide application of wind energy, reliable and stable wind speed forecasting is of great significance in keeping the stability and security of wind power systems. However, accurate wind speed forecasting remains a great challenge due to its inherent randomness and intermittency. Most previous researches merely devote to improving the forecasting accuracy or stability while ignoring the equal significance of improving the two aspects in application. Therefore, this paper proposes a novel hybrid forecasting system containing the modules of a modified data preprocessing, multi-objective optimization, forecasting, and evaluation to achieve the wind speed forecasting with high precision and stability. The modified data preprocessing method can obtain a smoother input by decomposing and reconstructing the original wind speed series in the module of data preprocessing. Further, echo state network optimized by a multi-objective optimization algorithm is developed as a predictor in the forecasting module. Finally, eight datasets with different features are used to validate the performance of the proposed system using the evaluation module. The mean absolute percentage errors of the proposed system are 3.1490%, 3.0051%, 3.0618%, and 2.6180% in spring, summer, autumn, and winter, respectively. Moreover, the interval prediction is complemented to quantitatively characterize the uncertainty as developing intervals, and the mean average width is below 0.2 at the 95% confidence level. The results demonstrate the proposed forecasting system outperforms other comparative models considered from the forecasting accuracy and stability, which has great potential in the application of wind power systems.
Introduction
Advances in the development and utilization of renewable energies have greatly decreased environmental pollution and brought about extensive socio-economic benefits. Among various renewable energies, wind energy, as a kind of emission-free, cheap, inexhaustible, and accessible energy, is of great significance in the world energy structure. From the Renewables 2018 Global Status Report (GSR) [1] , until the end of 2017, the global wind turbines' installed capacity achieved about a 539 GW increase by nearly 11%, with more than 52 GW newly added in 2017, and the installed capacity got its third largest growth year ever. For many countries, wind power has become the backbone of strategies to phase out fossil and nuclear energy. In 2017, 43% of Denmark's power came from wind, setting a new world record. A growing number of countries have reached a double-digit share of wind power, including Germany, Spain, Sweden, Portugal, Ireland, and Uruguay. Until the end of 2017, China was still the largest wind power market with a capacity of 190 GW installed and will continue its undisputed global leader position of wind power. Figure 1 shows the distribution of global leading countries in wind power installation capacities in 2017. Wind power has become one of the world record. A growing number of countries have reached a double-digit share of wind power, including Germany, Spain, Sweden, Portugal, Ireland, and Uruguay. Until the end of 2017, China was still the largest wind power market with a capacity of 190 GW installed and will continue its undisputed global leader position of wind power. Figure 1 shows the distribution of global leading countries in wind power installation capacities in 2017. Wind power has become one of the fastest increasing renewable energies around the world and greatly impacts the sustained economic development [2, 3] . However, the power integration faces a considerable challenge because of the inherent highly stochastic and intermittent nature of wind power, which unavoidably impairs not only the dispatch and management of the electric system but also the stability of the power grid [4] . Therefore, wind speed evaluation as well as wind speed forecasting (WSF) is an effective way to address the above problems and to accomplish secure and reliable electricity dispatch and management. Accurate and stable WSF helps the power system satisfy the electricity demands of economic and social development on the basis of being resource-conserving and environment-friendly [5, 6] . Considering the significance, researchers have carried on a large amount of research about both the theory and practice of WSF. Furthermore, to achieve better predictions, more and more approaches are developed for WSF that could be generally grouped to four classes [7] : physical models, statistical models, artificial intelligence models, as well as hybrid models.
Physical models, based on numerical weather prediction (NWP), generally employ meteorological data and geographic feature information to forecast future wind speeds [8] [9] [10] . With the development of numerical simulation, reanalysis data [11, 12] and satellite data [13, 14] have been used in wind speed evaluation gradually. They usually require much more for the model parameters so that the application of physical methods is inevitably restricted by the uncertain weather conditions and the performance of NWP. In the situation of climate change, researches use climate models [15, 16] to predict the future wind speed. Giménez, P.O. [17] demonstrated that reanalysis data and satellite data facilitate a reliable wind speed evaluation; they also considered the impacts of climate change on wind speed. Considering the various data types and parameters, the physical methods can achieve high forecasting accuracy. However, they bring on considerable computation time and computation However, the power integration faces a considerable challenge because of the inherent highly stochastic and intermittent nature of wind power, which unavoidably impairs not only the dispatch and management of the electric system but also the stability of the power grid [4] . Therefore, wind speed evaluation as well as wind speed forecasting (WSF) is an effective way to address the above problems and to accomplish secure and reliable electricity dispatch and management. Accurate and stable WSF helps the power system satisfy the electricity demands of economic and social development on the basis of being resource-conserving and environment-friendly [5, 6] . Considering the significance, researchers have carried on a large amount of research about both the theory and practice of WSF. Furthermore, to achieve better predictions, more and more approaches are developed for WSF that could be generally grouped to four classes [7] : physical models, statistical models, artificial intelligence models, as well as hybrid models.
Physical models, based on numerical weather prediction (NWP), generally employ meteorological data and geographic feature information to forecast future wind speeds [8] [9] [10] . With the development of numerical simulation, reanalysis data [11, 12] and satellite data [13, 14] have been used in wind speed evaluation gradually. They usually require much more for the model parameters so that the application of physical methods is inevitably restricted by the uncertain weather conditions and the performance of NWP. In the situation of climate change, researches use climate models [15, 16] to predict the future wind speed. Giménez, P.O. [17] demonstrated that reanalysis data and satellite data facilitate a reliable wind speed evaluation; they also considered the impacts of climate change on wind speed. Considering the various data types and parameters, the physical methods can achieve high forecasting accuracy. However, they bring on considerable computation time and computation complexity. Furthermore, they are unsatisfactory for short-term wind speed forecasting (STWSF).
Statistical models are much more appropriate for STWSF, which make the utmost of the historical data to model their inner relationship and then to build statistical models to predict the future wind speeds [18] . These methods have better forecasting performance and faster processing speeds. However, these models are based on the linear assumption so that they cannot describe exactly the wind speed time series which is essentially non-linear.
Recently, with the rapid development and extension of artificial intelligence techniques, researches have been aware of the artificial intelligence's excellent ability to deal with the nonlinear feature of wind speed data [19] . Artificial intelligence, for instance, the artificial neural network (ANN), the produces the upper and lower bounds of the forecasted wind speed at a certain confidence level. To mitigate risks and to improve the management level of the wind power system, point forecasting combining with interval forecasting can make a great contribution.
Considering the superiority of hybrid models, we developed a novel hybrid forecasting system composed of the modules of data preprocessing, forecasting, optimization, and evaluation. Due to inherent volatility and irregularity of the raw wind speed, the data preprocessing module plays a vital part in the system. Furthermore, most previous data preprocessing methods were too primitive to fully mine the characteristics of the wind speed data. Wherefore in this paper, an improved data preprocessing algorithm-Complete Ensemble Empirical Mode Decomposition with Adaptive Noise (CEEMDAN)-is adopted, which can improve the preprocessing effect by adding adaptive white noise among every decomposition. For further improvement, most previous researches employ optimization algorithms to improve the forecasting accuracy. Genetic algorithm (GA) is an effective heuristic algorithm which has shown advantages in wind speed forecasting through the self-improvement mechanism. Wang et al. [27] applied the ensemble empirical mode decomposition (EEMD) and ANN optimized by GA constituting a new hybrid model, which can predict wind speed more accurate than before. However, there is no universal parameter for GA; and it needs to be continually seeking. Furthermore, sometimes a small change of parameters can make a huge difference to the algorithm results and performance. Therefore, GA can be unstable and be susceptible to changes. A. Khosravi [42] compared adaptive neuro-fuzzy inference system (ANFIS) optimized by particle swarm optimization algorithm (PSO) and GA, and the results showed the ANFIS-PSO outperformed the ANFIS-GA, which means the performance of GA is not excellent enough. Additionally, the previous single-objective optimization algorithms, which only focus on improving forecasting accuracy, is not sufficient. So this paper introduces a Multi-Objective Grey Wolf Optimization (MOGWO) algorithm into the optimization module, which focuses on improving the forecasting accuracy as well as enhancing the forecasting stability. Obviously, with the perfection of the model, the model complexity and computing time are increased; therefore, to overcome the aforementioned drawbacks on the basis of guaranteeing the forecasting effect, the forecasting module applies ESN which is simple and fast but of great forecasting capabilities. Finally, the evaluation module evaluates the proposed system based on the experiments of four datasets with different seasons and four datasets with different sites and time intervals. The newly developed hybrid system CEEMDAN-MOGWO-ESN is supposed to balance the superiorities and drawbacks existing in different algorithms and to achieve excellent forecasting results both at wind speed point forecasting and interval forecasting.
The innovation points and contributions of the conducted research are summarized below:
1. Develop a novel hybrid forecasting system for wind speed forecasting. The empirical results indicate the system can integrate advantages of the data preprocessing, optimization, as well as forecasting methods and achieve better forecasting performance in wind speed forecasting.
2.
The developed novel forecasting system has strong applicability. This paper employs three experiments to demonstrate that the proposed system can be used for wind speed forecasting with different seasons, different sites, and different time intervals. 3.
The proposed hybrid system not only performs well for point forecasting but also implements for interval forecasting. The novel system can quantify the uncertainty as forecasting intervals, and the results indicate the developed system performs well in wind speed interval forecasting.
4.
The proposed hybrid system can improve the wind speed forecasting accuracy and stability simultaneously while most previous research can only focus on one side. The experiment results demonstrate that the multi-objective optimization algorithm can not only improve the forecasting accuracy and stability simultaneously but also outperform other optimization algorithms.
5.
This paper conducts a comprehensive evaluation of the proposed forecasting system. Ten evaluation metrics, forecasting effectiveness, grey relational analysis, as well as hypothesis testing are combined to demonstrate the advancement of the proposed hybrid forecasting system. The structure of the paper is organized as follows: Section 2 presents the relevant theories employed in the proposed model in detail, including the theory of CEEMDAN, MOGWO, and ESN and the evaluation methods. The proposed hybrid system is set forth in Section 3. Section 4 introduces the experiment set and the forecasting results analysis. Several discussions are conducted in Section 5. Finally, Section 6 concludes the whole paper.
Methodology
The components of the proposed hybrid system containing the fundamental theories of the decomposition technique CEEMDAN, the forecasting method ESN, the multi-objective optimization algorithm MOGWO, as well as the evaluation methods are presented in this section.
Complete Ensemble Empirical Mode Decomposition with Adaptive Noise
To decrease high computational cost and to eliminate the residual noise of EEMD while alleviating the mode mixing problem of EMD, Torres et al. [43] proposed CEEMDAN by adding the finite time of the adaptive white noise in each decomposition. The distinct advantages of CEEMDAN are as follows:
(1) Introduce the noise coefficient vector to control the added noise level for each decomposition; (2) the reconstruction as well as the decomposition is complete and without a noise component; and (3) it is more efficient in the EMD family.
The CEEMDAN computation can be achieved as follows:
Step 1. Adding one white Gaussian noise signal with standard normal distribution, the obtained series can be shown as
where i indicates the trial number, s(n) represents the original series, and v i (n) indicates the added white noise series.
Step 2. Getting the first intrinsic mode function (IMF) by the EMD method:
Step 3. The first residue can be calculated as (k = 1):
Step 4. The k-th residue can be calculated as
Step 5. Decompose the residue with added noise to get the (k + 1)-th IMF:
Step 6. Repeat Steps 4 and 5, until you find out all the IMFs. In the end, the final residue is
Thus, the original signal is decomposed into
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Echo State Network
ESN proposed by Jaeger [44] is a new type of recurrent neural network, which is consisted of an input layer, a DR (dynamical reservoir) designed by an interconnected recurrent grid of recurrent neurons, and an output layer. The schematic of ESN is shown in Figure 2D . Different from traditional neural networks, the link weights of the input layer to DR and inside the DR are firstly selected then stay fixed, so merely the DR to output layer link weights need be trained. The ESN output can be expressed as
where U(n + 1) and X(n + 1) represent the input vector and hidden layer state at (n + 1); F indicates the hidden layer's activation function; W in , W, and W back are respectively the input-DR, DR-DR, and output-DR weighting matrix; and the output Y at time (n + 1) can be obtained by
where W out is the output weight matrix, W out = (X −1 Y) T , and G represents the output layer activation function. The output weight W out is the only parameter that needs to be obtained from the training; the W out can be calculated through the linear regression algorithm:
Compared with other methods, ESN shows the following features: (1) The training process of ESN is much faster and simple and (2) ESN shows more advantages in the processing of one-dimension time series.
Multi-Objective Grey Wolf Optimization
The MOGWO proposed by Mirjalili et al. [45] is an advanced optimization algorithm based on the grey wolf optimization (GWO). The GWO simulates the social hunting behavior of grey wolves: the optimal solutions are generated by alpha (α) wolf, the second solutions are generated by beta (β) wolf, and the third solutions are generated by delta (δ) wolf. Furthermore, α, β, and δ wolves dominate the exploration for the global optimum, and omega (ω) wolves, which generate the remainder solutions, just follow them.
The wolves encircle the prey and update its location at the beginning. Equations (11) and (12) simulate the encircling process of the grey wolves [46] :
where t represents the current iteration, 
where To improve the solution quality, the grey wolves update their positions based on the leading of the first three wolves (α, β, and δ). The mechanism of hunting and updating the positions can be simulated as follows:
The MOGWO is developed from the GWO by integrating the two important components: the archive and leader selection strategy [47] . The archive is applied to store the non-dominated solutions generated in each cycle of GWO. The archive management mechanism exploited in MOGWO controls the entering and exiting of the solutions and helps keep the balance of the solutions in the archive. The leader selection strategy plays a vital part in choosing the α, β, and δ wolves from the archive by the roulette-wheel method. Additionally, more detailed information about MOGWO can be found in Reference [45] .
To improve the forecasting accuracy and to enhance the forecasting stability simultaneously, two objective functions are designed based on the MOGWO. The objective functions are shown in Algorithm 1. For improving the forecasting accuracy, the objective function fitness 1 is designed according to the mean absolute error. Meanwhile, to improve the stability, fitness 2 is designed via the forecasting error's variance. Because accuracy and stability are both important in wind speed forecasting, the weights of the two objectives are set to be the same.
The Forecasting Performance Evaluation
To evaluate the forecasting performance of the proposed hybrid system in wind speed point forecasting completely, this research designed a complete and scientific evaluation module containing nine appropriate evaluation metrics as well as another two evaluation methods. Moreover, to evaluate the interval forecasting performance of the proposed system, five assessment indices are introduced.
The Typical Evaluation Metrics
Various evaluation indicators have been employed to assess the forecasting error by the researchers without a universally accepted standard in comparing different models' forecasting results. Therefore, ten typical evaluation metrics are applied to estimate the forecasting performance, as shown in Table 1 . More specifically, the average error of n forecast result (AE) and root mean-square error (RMSE) reflect the forecasting error in a different way. The mean absolute percentage error (MAPE) can reflect the difference between the forecasting and the actual values. The median absolute percentage error (MdAPE) is a measure of statistical dispersion. The fractional bias of n forecast result (FB) shows the number of "under" or "over" forecasting. The index agreement of the forecast result (IA) can compare the performance of different methods since it is dimensionless. The Theil U statistical 1 of forecast result (U1) measures the forecast accuracy, and the Theil U statistical 2 of forecast result (U2) measures the forecast quality. Pearson's correlation coefficient, r, is used to measure the correlation relationship between the forecasting and actual values. Except r and IA, smaller values of the other error criteria reflect better forecasting performances. 
Metric
Definition Equation
MAPE
Mean absolute percentage error
Here, a i and f i respectively signifies the actual value and the forecasting value at time i, a and f indicate the mean value of the actual value and the forecasting value, respectively, and n represents the size of the sample in this research.
The Other Two Evaluation Methods
For further verifying the meliority of the proposed hybrid system in wind speed forecasting, this paper employs the grey relational analysis (GRA) and forecasting effectiveness (FE) [48] to extend the evaluation module. The main thought of GRA is to determine whether the degree of similarity between the forecasting sequence's curve and the original series' curve is high. A higher level of the curve's similarity corresponds to the higher correlation between the corresponding sequences, and vice versa. Wang [49] describes the details of GRA. Moreover, the basic idea of FE is to assess the models' performance by the square sum of the forecasting errors and the mean squared deviation of the forecasting accuracy. A greater FE value indicates the corresponding model performs better and the detailed description is shown by Xiao [50] .
The Assessment Indices for Interval Forecasting
For short-term wind speed interval forecasting, it is imperative to construct appropriate assessment indices to assess the quality of the prediction intervals. This paper introduces the following five assessment indices based on the literatures. Coverage probability (CP) can indicates the prediction intervals' accuracy, and when CP is confirmed, a smaller average width (AW) corresponds to better performance, accumulated width deviation (AWD) shows the similar effect as AW from another aspect, coverage width criterion (CWC) is used to evaluate the whole quality of the interval forecasting, and score is also an overall evaluation index, where the smaller score indicates better prediction intervals. The detailed expression and calculation are shown in References [51] [52] [53] .
The Proposed Hybrid Forecasting System
Hybrid models generally combine two or more algorithms, which is possible to improve the forecasting performance by gathering the excellence of each method [54] . In the proposed forecasting system, it contains the original series' decomposition and recombination, optimization and forecasting, and forecasting result's evaluation. Figure 2 displays the proposed hybrid system's framework, and from Figure 2 the proposed system can be summarized as follows:
Step 1: As shown in Figure 2A , the CEEMDAN decomposes the Raw series into several IMFs, removes the high frequency noise, and recombines the remainders as the Final series.
Step 2: As shown in Figure 2B , the Final series is divided into the training set and testing set, the input-output structure is set as inputting five data and outputting one data.
Step 3: As shown in Figure 2C ,D, the MOGWO optimizes the parameters of ESN, employs the training set to train ESN, and updates the parameters of ESN.
Step 4: Employ the testing set to forecast, and the forecasting performance are evaluated by the evaluation metrics shown in Figure 2E .
According to the four steps, the CEEMDAN-MOGWO-ESN hybrid system is constructed; the details are shown in Algorithm 1. Wind speed forecasting can be segmented according to time horizon [55]: short term forecasting is focused on a few seconds to six hours ahead, medium term is from six hours to a day ahead, and long term is exceeding a one day prediction. In this research, wind speed data of 10 min and 30 min time intervals are selected to conduct short term forecasting. The forecasting horizon of 10 min and 30 min time intervals are 10 min ahead and 30 min ahead for one step forecasting. Based on these, this paper conducts short term wind speed forecasting of 10 min and 30 min time intervals; four experiments using eight datasets are conducted as the illustrative examples to test the performance of the developed system. Sustainability 2018, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 11 of 35 The pseudo-code of the CEEMDAN-MOGWO-ESN algorithm:
Algorithm 1. CEEMDAN-MOGWO-ESN
Objective functions: 
Simulation and Analysis
For corroborating the proposed hybrid system's superiority of wind speed forecasting, three experiments are conducts as an empirical research employing wind speed data gathered from Penglai wind farms. Specifically, Experiment I applies four datasets in different seasons with 10 min intervals to check the serviceability of the proposed system in different seasons; Experiment II employs four datasets with 10 min intervals and 30 min intervals at different sites to confirm the availability of the developed system in the different intervals; and Experiment III adopts GRA and FE to evaluate the hybrid system' further performance. The details of the information are shown as follows.
Data Description
Eight data sets from Penglai in China which has plenty wind energy are considered as cases to inspect the proposed hybrid system's validity in practical applications. Specifically, the datasets A, B, C, and D with 10 min intervals are all gathered at the same data site (Penglai site 1) but from spring, summer, autumn, and winter, respectively. The datasets E with 10 min intervals as well as datasets F with 30 min intervals are from Penglai site 2, and the datasets G with 10 min intervals and datasets H with 30 min intervals are from Penglai site 3. More specifically, there are altogether 2880 data points in each experiment, in which the training set is composed of the first 2304 observations covered over 16 days and the rest of the 576 data points covered 4 days make up the testing set. For the experiments, Experiment I employs 10 min wind speed data respectively gathered at Penglai site 1 in spring, summer, autumn and winter, i.e., data sets A, B, C, and D. In Experiment II, 10 min and 30 min wind speed data (i.e., datasets E and datasets F) as well as 10 min and 30 min data (i.e., data sets G and datasets H) are separately gathered at Penglai site 2 and Penglai site 3. Experiments III and IV are based on Experiment I and Experiment II. The detailed information of the datasets is listed in Table 2 .
According to the descriptive statistical characteristic of the experimental data including the average, maximum, median, minimum, and standard deviation, it is clear that the eight wind speed datasets have different features and the experimental data are representative. Indeed, this paper is conducted to test the developed improved forecasting system via numerical simulation and experiments. Thus, this paper employs historical wind speed data to conduct off-line predictions.
Experiment I: Comparison of Different Seasons
In this experiment, the four seasons' wind speed data with 10 min from Penglai site 1 are employed to verify the developed system's effectiveness in wind speed forecasting. By conducting the experiment with different seasons' data, it can be proved that the seasonal change cannot affect the forecasting ability of the developed system. Moreover, this experiment utilizes four comparative studies to demonstrate the validity of the hybrid system's each component and the progressiveness of the newly proposed hybrid system. Specifically, the first comparison proves the superiority of the employed ESN method in the proposed system by selecting and comparing ESN, GRNN, and WNN; at the second comparison, the advancement of the data preprocessing module is confirmed by comparing the proposed system with EMD-MOGWO-ESN and VMD-MOGWO-ESN; the third comparison is aimed at comparing the proposed system with CEEMDAN-MOPSO-ESN and CEEMDAN-MOWCA-ESN to attest the availability of the optimization method MOGWO; and the last comparison compares the developed hybrid models with the above comparative models as well as Autoregressive Integrated Moving Average (ARIMA) and the persistence model to attest the effectiveness of the developed wind speed forecasting model. The experiment results of the Penglai site 1's wind speed data at four seasons are listed at Table 3 , and the bolded values are the best value of each evaluation metric. The experiment performance can also be more distinctly exhibited by Figure 3 ; it shows the performance of the proposed forecasting system more intuitively and clearer. Considering Table 3 and Figure 3 , the developed CEEMDAN-MOGWO-ESN system gains almost every evaluation metric's best value, which means the proposed novel forecasting system outperforms the other benchmark methods in wind speed forecasting. The detailed results and analysis are summarized as follows: (1) Comparing ESN with other artificial intelligence methods (GRNN and WNN) , it can be found that ESN has a better forecasting ability than GRNN and WNN. Moreover, the runtime of ESN reduces significantly compared with GRNN and WNN. Therefore, the used ESN can not only improve the forecasting accuracy but also reduce the developed system's runtime, which means the forecast method used in the developed forecasting system is preeminent. (1) Comparing ESN with other artificial intelligence methods (GRNN and WNN) , it can be found that ESN has a better forecasting ability than GRNN and WNN. Moreover, the runtime of ESN reduces significantly compared with GRNN and WNN. Therefore, the used ESN can not only improve the forecasting accuracy but also reduce the developed system's runtime, which means the forecast method used in the developed forecasting system is preeminent.
(2) From comparing the developed forecasting system with other hybrid methods (EMD-MOGWO-ESN and VMD-MOGWO-ESN), it is obvious that the proposed CEEMDAN-MOGWO-ESN can improve forecasting accuracy significantly. In this comparison, only the data preprocessing methods are different, so the effort of the developed system's data preprocessing method is proved. It means that the data preprocessing method CEEMDAN used in the proposed system can conduct effective data preprocessing and contribute to improving the forecasting accuracy.
(3) By comparing the developed system with contract models (CEEMDAN-MOPSO-ESN and CEEMDAN-MOWCA-ESN), the advancement of the multi-object optimization algorithm used in the proposed system is confirmed. Only the optimization algorithm is different in the contract models; therefore the discrepancy in the forecasting ability of these models results from the optimization algorithm changes. The developed system outperforms the contract models in forecasting, so the MOGWO outperforms the contract optimization algorithm (MOPSO and MOWCA). It reveals that the multi-object optimization algorithm MOGWO can enhance the forecasting effectiveness.
(4) The comparisons between the developed system and other comparative methods have clearly confirmed the advancement of the proposed hybrid system in wind speed forecasting. Each component has a certain enhancement for the forecasting ability respectively and can be added up to promote the forecasting performance as a hybrid system. Furthermore, by comparing with ARIMA, the persistence model, and other models, the developed forecasting system's superiority is revealed absolutely.
(5) When comparing the developed system with other methods, the developed system prevails over the comparative methods in each case, which means that the proposed hybrid system performs better in wind speed forecasting no matter which season. For the developed system, its MAPE values are 3.1490%, 3.0051%, 3.0618%, and 2.6180% at spring, summer, autumn, and winter, respectively. Therefore, the developed hybrid system is a reliable forecasting method, and its forecasting ability is not affected by seasonal factors.
Remark: For all seasons' datasets in Penglai site 1, the developed hybrid system obtains nearly all the best values of all the evaluation indexes comparing with the other comparative models. Therefore, the developed system has a reliable forecasting ability owing to the excellent hybrid strategy; moreover, it can forecast wind speed effectively and be not affected by seasonal factors.
Experiment II: Comparison of a Different Time Interval
For further validating the outstanding forecasting ability of the proposed system in this paper and demonstrating the validity of the proposed forecasting system when forecasting wind speeds of different time intervals or diverse data features, it employs 10 min and 30 min data form Penglai site 2 and Penglai site 3 for the experiment. In Experiment II, there are two comparative studies organized. The first comparative study employs two sets of 10 min and 30 min wind speed series' comparisons to affirm the developed system's validity in forecasting the wind speed of different time intervals. While the other comparative study conducts two sets of comparison between the wind speed data with the same intervals, it collected from different sites to prove the developed system can perform well no matter which site the data is gathered from. Each comparison is expressed by testing the developed system and benchmark models such as ARIMA, GRNN, EMD-MOGWO-ESN, CEEMDAN-MOPSO-ESN, and others. The performance of this experiment is distinctly shown in Figure 4 , and the results of Experiment II are presented in Tables 4 and 5. According to Tables 4 and 5 , and Figure 4 , the excellent forecasting performance of the developed system can be demonstrated. The detailed results and analysis are summarized as follows:
(1) In the first comparative study, comparing the wind speed forecasting performance of the proposed system with other comparative methods at 10 min and 30 min reveals the developed system's wonderful forecasting performance in different time interval. Such as, the 10 min data's MAPE of the proposed system at Penglai site 3 is 2.6276%, the ESN is 5.1874%, the GRNN is 6.6787%, the ARIMA is 5.8801%, the VMD-MOGWO-ESN is 4.1352% and the CEEMDAN-GWO-ESN is 2.6891% which performances the best in the comparative models. The comparative study's consequences indicate that the proposed system can forecast well at different time intervals.
(2) The second comparative study conducted with wind speed of the same time interval but different characteristics reveals the developed system's excellent forecasting performance. For a 10 min wind speed forecasting, the developed system performs the best at dataset E and dataset G and the other compared models also obtain good forecasting results. But for a wind speed with a 30 min interval, the excellent forecasting ability of the developed system has emerged. The MAPE of the developed forecasting system is 4.9663% and 5.9178% at dataset F and dataset H, the developed system not only gains the best MAPE value but also achieves the least discrepancy of the forecasting performances. As to the compared models, for example, the MAPE values of EMD-MOGWO-ESN, CEEMDAN-MOWCA-ESN, GRNN, and ARIMA are 6.1778%, 5.8910%, 11.8085%, and 12.4851% and are 8.2231%, 6.2213%, 16.8312%, and 14.837% at dataset F and dataset H, respectively.
(3) When comparing the forecasting performance of the proposed system and other methods at different sites and time intervals, it can be found that the developed system can forecast well beyond the limitations of time and space. For example, the developed system's MAPE values are 2.6227% of dataset E, 4.9663% of dataset F, 2.6276% of dataset G, and 5.9178% of dataset H, and the hybrid strategy increases the forecasting accuracy by 2.7875%, 5.7176%, 2.5596%, and 7.8702%, respectively. This indicates that the developed hybrid system can improve wind speed forecasting effects effectively and obtain high forecasting ability.
Remark: The comparison results of the cases from different time intervals and different wind sites certify the contribution of the proposed hybrid strategy and advancement of the proposed forecasting system. Furthermore, based on the various evaluation metrics, it is proved that the developed system can perform well without the influence of the time intervals and sites. 
Experiment III: Further Evaluating the Proposed System
Though the evaluation metrics listed in Table 1 has been applied to attest the developed system's forecasting performance, the evaluation still needs to be further conducted. Thus, FE and GRA are added to demonstrate the super-excellence of the developed hybrid system in wind speed forecasting to a greater degree. FE indicates the forecasting accuracy while GRA represents the forecasting performance by reflecting the correlation between the forecasting values and the actual values. Here all datasets are applied to realize the FE and GRA test, further verifying the results of Experiment I and Experiment II. The experiment results are listed at Table 6 , where the bigger value of the result indicates the better forecasting performance and the best results appear in bold. From Table 6 , both FE values and GRA values of the proposed system are the greatest among all the models in the experiment, which means the developed forecasting system prevails over the comparative methods in all cases.
Remark: The FE and GRA further validate that the proposed system is a reliable and valid tool to forecast wind speed compared with other methods. Moreover, the forecasting accuracy and the relevance between forecasting values and actual values of the developed system are also demonstrated. In summary, the developed system can perform well in wind speed forecasting.
Experiment IV: Wind Speed Interval Forecasting
In this experiment, we use dataset D and E as examples to verify the interval forecasting performance of the developed system. To confirm the distribution of the construct prediction intervals, this paper employs four methods fitting the error distribution. As the results shown in Table 7 and Figure 5a , the Logistic distribution is the best fitted one and the Gaussian distribution is close to the Logistic distribution. Thus, we construct the prediction intervals via the Logistic distribution and evaluate the intervals by the assessment indices such as CP, AW, AWD, CWC, and score at 95%, 90%, 85%, 80%, and 70% confidence levels, respectively. On the account of the similar fitting results between the Logistic distribution and Gaussian distribution, we contract the two distributions at the same situation. The results are shown in Table 8 and Figure 5b ; from the results, we can find that the developed system performs better in wind speed interval forecasting when fitting the distribution by Logistic rather than the Gaussian distribution. Figure 5 intuitively shows that the developed system possesses an excellent wind speed interval forecasting ability. 
Discussion

Discussion I: Statistical Hypothesis Testing
Though the evaluation metrics such as MAPE, AE, and RMSE can be the standard to compare the forecasting accuracy of models, statistical significance testing also need to be used to judge the models' forecasting ability [2] . Diebold-Mariano (DM) testing proposed by Diebold and Mariano in 1995 is widely used to test the significance of the forecasting ability between different methods. Based on the experiment results, this part employs DM testing to test the significance of the proposed system compared with the comparative methods to prove the superiority of the developed system in wind speed forecasting. Table 9 shows the hypothesis testing results at certain significance levels, and the results values of the experiment models are all bigger than the critical value at the 1% level or 10% level. When the results are bigger than X 0.01/2 = 2.58, it indicates the null hypothesis should be rejected at the 1% significant level, and when the results are bigger than X 0.1/2 = 1.64, it indicates the null hypothesis should be rejected at the 10% significant level. The results are all bigger than 1.64 and mostly bigger than 2.58 which means the proposed system outperforms all the comparative models at the 10% significant level, and except for CEEMDAN-MOWCA-ESN, the proposed system outperforms the comparative models at the 1% significant level. Therefore, combining the evaluation results of the experiments, we can conclude that the developed hybrid system has a better forecasting ability than the former models and can perform well in wind speed forecasting. 
Discussion II: Forecasting Stability
An effective model can not only forecast accurately but also improve the forecasting precision stably. The forecasting accuracy has been confirmed, so this discussion is applied to demonstrate the stability of the proposed hybrid system. In general, researchers use performance variance to judge the model's stability [56] ; this paper employs the forecasting error's variance to measure the stability of the developed system, and the results are placed at Table 10 . As the smaller variance indicates a stronger stability, and the proposed system has the smallest variance values in all cases, we can draw a conclusion that the developed system owns the strongest stability compared with other methods in this research.
Discussion III: Sensitivity Analysis of Optimization Algorithm
There are three important parameters of the optimization algorithm MOGWO: the grey wolf number, the iteration number, and the archive size, which can significantly influence the effectiveness of the proposed hybrid system. An appropriate parameter will promote forecasting accuracy as well as forecasting efficiency, and vice versa. To explore the influence of the parameter changing to wind speed forecasting performance, we conduct this discussion by changing one of the three parameters separately and keeping the other parameters unchanged. The parameters' settings and experiment results of the discussion are shown in Table 11 . From Table 11 , we can find the following:
(1) The grey wolf number obviously affects the forecasting accuracy; for example, the MAPE value shows regular change with the increasing of the grey wolf number. First, the MAPE value decreases, and when the grey wolf number is set to 200 the MAPE attains a minimum; after that, the MAPE value becomes bigger again. Furthermore, with the increasing of the grey wolf number, the run time increases. Therefore, the change of the grey wolf number affects the forecasting results of the proposed system.
(2) With the changing of iteration number, the forecasting accuracy has a slight variation but the run time changes a lot. The MAPE value also decreases first and then increases, and the least MAPE is corresponding to the iteration at 50, which is the best iteration number. Therefore, the forecasting system will slightly change with the changing of the iteration number.
(3) The forecasting accuracy of the proposed system changes better first, with the increasing of the archive size, and then grows down. It clearly revealed the archive size's effect on the performance of the proposed system.
Remark: The forecasting performance can be visibly influenced by the changing of the MOGWO's parameters. The appropriate parameters will lead to excellent forecasting performance while poor parameters cannot help to find the best initial parameters of ESN so it decreases the forecasting ability. Furthermore, the parameter settings change with the practical case conditions; the discussion proves that the grey wolf number is set as 200, the iterations are set as 50, and the archive size sets as 100 in this research.
Discussion IV: Further Application for Multistep Forecasting Performance
The proposed system's superiority has been completely attested in the one-step wind speed forecasting. However, the developed system only performing well in the one-step forecasting is not enough to monitor and ensure the wind power system's safety. To satisfy this requirement, multistep forecasting is conducted on the basis of dataset A and dataset C. In this experiment, we conduct a comparison between the proposed system and several traditional single methods such as the persistence model, ARIMA, neural networks, as well as several hybrid models such as EMD-MOGWO-ESN and CEEMDAN-MOWCA-ESN; the results are shown at Table 12 . According to the experiment results, the developed system performs best not only in the first step but also in the second and third step, and its superiority is confirmed. Obviously, the MAPE value of the developed system is far less than the single methods and also smaller than the comparative hybrid models at each step. That means the developed system outperforms other models at multistep wind speed forecasting so it can be applied in wind energy systems. 
Conclusions
Recently, significant attention and persistent exploitation have been developed for wind energies as it is clean and renewable. However, the randomness and fluctuation of wind speeds make it hard to maintain the security and stability of wind power systems. Accurate and stable wind speed forecasting is of vital significance. Thus, this paper develops a novel hybrid forecasting system which can obtain high forecasting accuracy and stability as well as enhancing the development of wind energy. Firstly, we reduce the noise of the original wind speed via the data preprocessing method; the processed data are inputted into the ESN for forecasting, specifically, the parameters of ESN are optimized by a multi-objective algorithm to enhance the forecasting performance of the developed hybrid system. Then, four datasets of different seasons and four datasets with different features and time intervals gathered from a wind farm in Penglai China are applied to prove the effectiveness of the developed hybrid system. The developed forecasting system achieves the highest forecasting accuracy and stability in all cases. Moreover, compared with traditional statistical methods, single neural networks, as well as other hybrid methods, the proposed system can obtain the best forecasting performance. Finally, an interval forecasting is conducted to address the uncertainty problems existing in wind speed forecasting. Furthermore, several discussions from different aspects are supplemented to verify the advancement of the proposed hybrid system, showing the proposed system's excellent performance and further application. Synthesizing the experiments and discussion results, the proposed hybrid system is an effective and helpful novel method in wind speed forecasting. The system is designed based on the off-line prediction via historical wind speed data, that is the limitation of the research. Accordingly, employing the developed forecasting system conduct online prediction using real-time data should be made in future research.
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